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LETTER TO BE PUBLISHED FORTNIGHTLY 


The Information Letter up to the present time has been 
issued weekly. Hereafter it is planned to issue it at approxi- 
mately fortnightly intervals, the date of publication to be such 
as to permit prompt distribution to members of timely news, 
especially reports by the Department of Agriculture on crop con- 
ditions and prospects. 


CHANGES IN SECTION OFFICERS 


President Hutchinson has announced the appointment of 
Mr. Edgar Ashby of the Ladoga Canning Co., Indianapolis, as 
secretary of the Baked Bean Section, succeeding the late H. L. 
Herrington; and the appointment of Mr. J. V. McInnes of the 
Haxton Canning Co., Oakfield, New York, as chairman of the 
Corn Section, succeeding Howard M. Lum, resigned. 


WEATHER CONDITIONS 


Weather conditions were generally favorable to crops during 
the week ended June 21, according to the U. S. Weather Bureau’s 
weekly report. In most central and eastern portions of the 
country showers were rather frequent, but were of a spotted 
character. The lake region and the northeast, however, con- 
tinued unfavorably dry, with urgent need of rain in Michigan, 
New York, about one-third of Pennsylvania, and in consider- 
able parts of New England. 


ACREAGE OF SNAP BEANS FOR CANNING 


The 1932 preliminary estimate of the Division of Crop and 
Livestock Estimates of the acreage of snap beans for canning or 
manufacture, is 47.3 per cent less than the acreage planted in 
1931. The total estimated acreage, based upon reports from 
canners, is 31,940 acres for 1982 compared with 60,620 acres 
planted in 1931. 

Of the acreage planted in 1931, 10 per cent was not har- 
vested ; of that planted in 1930, about 2 per cent was abandoned. 
In an average growing season, planted acreage not harvested 
will probably not exceed 4 per cent of the total. Should condi- 
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tions be in line with the usual during the 1932 season, it there- 
fore appears that the harvested acreage would be around 30,700 
acres. The harvested acreage in 1931 was 54,660 acres; the 
average for the five-year period, 1926 to 1930, was 49,170 acres. 


1932— 
Preliminary 
Acreage 
1930— 1931 ~ Per cent 
Planted Harvested Planted Harvested of 1931 

State Acres Acres Acres Acres planted Acres 
Maine 1,4 1 1,000 h2 620 
New York 11,270 11,270 7,400 7,800 72 5,830 
Pennsylvania . 4,000 4,000 3,200 8,200 51 1,680 
Indiana - 4,400 4,100 3,800 8,600 50 1,900 
Michigan . 6,500 6,400 6,300 5,500 52 8,280 
Wisconsin ... 0,500 9,500 7,000 7,200 61 8,880 
Delaware 2,550 2,300 2,550 1,550 ps) 380 
Maryland 9,800 9,800 8,400 7,300 50 4,200 
South Carolina 1,600 1,600 1,000 1,000 70 700 
Tennessee 2,600 2,600 2,200 2,100 OS 1,500 
Mississippi .. 4,200 4,200 2,000 2,000 66 1,820 
Arkansas 4,000 3,500 8,400 2,040 41 1,400 
Louisiana 8,500 3,500 1,600 1,400 50 800 
Colorado ... 2,200 2,100 1,200 1,060 71 850 
Utah ... 1,280 1,280 200 180) 800 
Washington {M40 {MO 20 160 
Oregon SSO 880 400 400 80 320 
California 810 770 O50 650 38 250 
Other states* 8.950 8,650 7,170 6,690 45 8,220 
Total aa 80,400 78,000 60,620 14,060 52.7 31,040 
* Other states” consist of Alabama, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Jersey, New Mexico, Ohio, Okla- 

homa, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wyoming. 


The harvested acreage in 1928 was 45,640 acres and in 
1929 it was 65,040. 


RATES ON PACIFIC COAST DECIDUOUS FRUITS 


By a decision announced June 20 the Interstate Commerce 
Commission reversed its former findings that freight rates on 
fresh deciduous fruits from California to transcontinental desti- 


nations were unreasonably high, and dismissed the pending com- 
plaint. 


Reductions in the rates were granted by the Commission in 
its original order, pursuant to the provisions of the Hoch-Smith 
resolution of Congress. When suit was brought by the carriers 
to set aside the order, the lower court sustained the Commission 
but on appeal the decree of the lower court was reversed by the 
U. S. Supreme Court. On July 19, 1930, the prior rates were 
restored by the Commission and are now in effect. The Com- 
mission, following the Supreme Court decision, reopened the 
cases, permitting the complaints to be amended by eliminating 
reference to the Hoch-Smith resolution. 
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In its decision of June 20 the Commission held that the de- 
cline in traffic with other changed conditions make a reversal 
of its previous findings necessary. The decision, however, does 
not preclude a reexamination of the question in normal times 
nor upon a record “which shows adequately the effect of the 
present conditions.” 


RUSSIAN CANNED FOOD EXPORTS 


According to the “Economic Review of the Soviet Union,” 
exports of canned foods from Soviet Russia in 1931 amounted 
to 31,224 short tons valued at $8,209,000, as compared with 
45,638 tons valued at $13,970,000 in 1930. 


CONDITION OF CANNING CROPS 


The Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates on June 23 
issued the following report on the condition of green peas, snap 
beans, sweet corn and tomatoes as of June 15, along with com- 
parisons with the condition on the same date last year and the 
average for the same date for the five years ending with 1930: 


— Pear —- Snap beans———— 


June lS, JunelS S-yr.ave. JunelS5 Junel5S  5-yr. ave. 
State 1932 10981 une 15 1982 1931 une 15 

Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet Pet. 
Maine . oO 80 8S 76 
New York 85 92 85 
New Jersey . 70 78 81 ee a 
Pennsylvania 77 70 64 N 77 
Indiana . 63 Si 75 93 85 69 
Illinois ... 83 86 
Michigan . 71 82 90 78 
Wisconsin . 66 bi) 790 76 85 82 
Minnesota 87 86 82 
Tennessee - 85 60 76 
Arkansas ° 60 65 80 
Mississippi os 60 60 69 
Louisiana 74 57 60 
Delaware .. 2h 74 74 85 82 79 
Maryland : 39 72 73 79 85 83 
South Carolina oe 50 53 61 
Colorado ‘ — 78 90 80 95 80 
Utah .... 86 77 87 90 93 91 
Washington 100 80 98 90 91 
Oregon .... 90 90 
California . 77 83 76 82 91 88 
Montana .... 90 SU ea es 
Other states* . 6S 87 77 85 80 75 

U. S. average 68.3 83.6 80.5 81.5 80.6 80.6 


* For green peas “Other states” include: Idaho, Lowa, Kansas, Tennessee, Vir- 
ginia and Wyoming. For snap beans “Other states” include: Alabama, Georgia, 
Idaho, Illinois, lowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, Ohio, Oklahoma, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, West Vir- 


ginia and Wyoming. 
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= Corn ‘Tomatoes 
June 15, June15 OS-yr.ave. June15 JunelS 5-yr. ave. 
State 1932 1031 June 15 y 1981 une l 

Pet. Pet, Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. 
New Jersey fai 90 85 87 
New York .... 2 Su 80 8S 88 85 
Pennsylvania sO S4 78 83 87 82 
Illinois .. SS 85 v0 
Indiana .. SS wo 85 82 
92 86 87 81 
Michigan 86 71 72 M1 86 83 
Minnesota SO SO 
Missouri ... ... 77 78 
80 72 92 85 83 
Wisconsin . .. 85 75 
Arkansas ....... S4 63 76 
Kentucky ....... 82 85 16 
Tennessee . 83 76 77 
Delaware : 70 sh 74 85 85 80 
Maryland = SS 7 80 s4 78 
Virginia s1 85 74 
Colorado . AN 92 90 
Ae 87 88 88 
California . 85 938 91 
Other states* 78 vis) 74 

U, 8. average.. 84.0 S74 80.4 86.4 83.5 82.0 


*For corn “Other states” include: Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Missouri, Montana, Oregon, South Dakota, Virginia, Washington, end Wyoming. 
For tomatoes “Other states” include: Connecticut, Idaho, Kansas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Carolina, Texas, 
Washington, West Virginia and Wisconsin, 


INCREASE IN POULTRY USED FOR CANNING 


The amount of poultry canned or used in canning in May 
was 30.84 per cent greater than the quantity used in May, 1931, 
according to figures for 27 firms reporting to the U. S. Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics., The amount used in May, 1932, in- 
cluding both dressed poultry and drawn poultry converted to an 
undrawn basis, was 1,139,546 pounds, as compared with 870,892 
pounds in May last year. 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES IN MAY 


The index number of wholesale prices computed by the Bu- 
reau of Labor Statistics decreased from 65.5 for April to 64.4 
for May, a decrease of approximately 144 per cent. A decrease 
of about 12 per cent has been recorded since May, 1931. Price 
decreases were reported for evaporated milk, but canned spinach 
averaged higher than the month before. 

Retail food prices in 51 cities of the United States showed 
an average decrease of about two and one-third per cent on May 
15, when compared with April 15, and an average decrease of 
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about 1644 per cent since May 15, 1931. The price of pork and 
beans decreased 6 per cent; canned red salmon decreased 4 per 
cent, evaporated milk 3 per cent, canned peas 2 per cent. Canned 
corn and canned tomatoes showed no change. 


BUSINESS INDICATORS 
(Weeks ended Saturday; weekly average 1923-1925=100) 


1932 
June June June June June June June 
New York Times 36.1 742 909 92.1 
Business Week 867 155.9 GS 04.7 80.5 
Freight car loadings... 623 4.7 WS 26.0 966 
Wholesale prices (Fisher's) 
All commodities 03 506 62 TWO G7 862 87.0 
Agricultural products £25 422.6 42.7 614 WA SBR 00.0 
Non-agricultural products 62.9 6.4 G3 72S 84.6 85.1 
Bank debits outside N. Y. City 62.5 65.9 60.2 100.7 2 124.9 1149 
Bond prices 79.0 TO1 106.1 105.8 1064 106.4 
Stock prices ; 42.9 41.7 41.7 180.0 1308 197.7 216.1 
Interest rates: 
Call money 66 364 364 68.6 
Time money 3438 BS RLS 
Business failures 147.5 140.8 1386.1 114.7 116.5 119.7 120.1 
* Relative to a computed normal taken as 100, 
+ Revised. 
Car LoaDINGs 
Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous L. C0, L. Other 
Week ended June 11... . 01,760 195,540 176,681 129,530 
Previous week .............. 447,887 169,993 154,984 122,410 
Corresponding week, 10931. .. 732,400 204,601 218,716 219,002 
Corresponding week, 1930.... 926,006 306,416 243,045 $16,605 


TRUCK CROP SHIPMENTS 


New crop pears were added to the list of carlot shipments 
during the week ended June 18, according to the U. S. Market 
News Service. Three cars left California, compared with 125 
cars during the same period a year ago. Cherry movement held 
steady at 120 cars for the week, of which Washington and Ore- 
gon together furnished 75 and California 45, with the first car 
of the season from Idaho. California shipments of fresh prunes 
and plums increased further to about 370 cars, and forwardings 
of grapes totaled 30 cars. 

Movement of Georgia peaches finally got under way, and 
output also increased from California. New crop apples were 
coming from California, Illinois and Georgia, but the total was 
only 20 carloads, compared with 70 a year ago. 

Total output of beans was 330 cars. Carrot forwardings 
increased to about 375 cars for the week, almost exclusively from 
California, with light movement from Arizona. As shipments 
of green corn from Texas decreased to.around 55 cars, Alabama 
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increased to 140, and shipments of corn began in Georgia, Mis- 
sissippi, Oklahoma and Arkansas. A few carloads also came 
from Florida and Louisiana, making the total corn shipments 
230 cars. 

Output of cucumbers was almost 400 cars, of which South 
Carolina supplied 230, North Carolina 85, and Alabama and 
Arkansas about 15 or 20 cars each. Green-pea shipments in- 
creased to about 160 cars, chiefly from California, Oregon and 
Idaho. 

Combined total of 38 fruits and vegetables increased to 
18,580 cars, but was still almost one-fourth below the record of 
the same period last season. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
Total Total 


June June June thissea- lust sea- ‘Total 
12-18 5-11 14-20 sonthru§ son thru last 
Commodity 1982 1982 193 June 18 June20 season 
Apples: 
1932 season 4 23 ST 101,462 
1031 season 1h 101,462 100,087 109,704 
Asparagus 21 31 Zs 4,184 3,002 3,866 
Beans, snap and lima 328 345 408 0,422 7,757 9,345 
Beets 20 20 14 1,108 1,491 1,708 
Blackberries, dewberries, 
and loganberries 35 1s 74 55 102 374 
Cabbage ; vs4 3738 403 13,000 19,061 37,806 
Carrots SSO 3OS 74 7,421 8,420 11,475 
Cauliflower : 
1982 season 21 0 16 21 28 9,763 
1031 seuson 6 18 8 9,763 9,009 9,611 
Cherries. 121 120 128 Ss 1,285 1,872 
Corn, green 228 203 306 715 1,308 2,238 
Cucumbers SSS 4538 408 2,560 3,666 
Grapefruit : 
Domestic So SS 148 24,378 20,386 20,837 
Imports rr) 3 46 963 768 1,085 
Mixed vegetables 331 852 377 15,376 18,176 28,557 
Peaches 100 a4 624 124 1,038 46,070 
Pears H 0 127 3 140 20,089 
Peas, green ; 162 136 141 3,747 3,876 6,560 
Peppers 33 44 146 2,016 2,060 2,818 
Plums and fresh prunes 372 B22 478 907 1,704 6,127 
Tomatoes 2,014 1,554 2,806 11,767 13,716 27,843 
Turnips and rutabagas 7 4 15 117 44 1,355 


CANNED MILK PRODUCTION AND STOCKS 


Stocks of evaporated milk in manufacturers’ hands on 
June 1 were nearly 40 per cent greater than the May 1 stocks 
and about 28 per cent less than the stocks held on June 1, 19381. 
Production of evaporated milk in May increased approximately 
28 per cent from the preceding month. Condensed milk stocks 
showed an increase of about 59 per cent during May and pro- 
duction decreased over 35 per cent from the previous month. 
The following table gives the stocks and production (case goods) 
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as reported to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics by manu- 
facturing firms operating about 99 per cent of the factories: 


1932 1931 Change 
Pounds Pounds Per cent 
Total stocks (case goods) June 1: 
Evaporated milk (33 firms)........ 164,420,738 229,546,986 —28.38 
Condensed milk (7 firms) ‘ 15,245,986 19,892,402 —23.36 
Total production (case goods) May : 
milk (38 firms) 175,217,875 172,093,103 + 0.90 
Condensed milk (7 firms) 6,061,406 8,576,732 —20.238 


DEVELOPMENT OF CRAB MEAT CANNING IS PLANNED 


Maryland authorities, in view of the increase in production 
of Chesapeake Bay crabs, have requested and received from the 
U. S. Bureau of Fisheries data on which a crab meat canning 
industry may be based. 


Included in the data furnished the Maryland Conservation 
Commissioner are the patent rights of a preserving process re- 
ceived by the Bureau from Kokichi Oshima, of the College of 
Fisheries, Hokkaido Imperial University, Japan, as a token of 
appreciation for cooperation given him by the Bureau. Dr. 
Oshima developed this process in his effort to prevent deteriora- 
tion of canned crab meat. His studies were conducted over a 
period of five years. 


The United States is a large importer of hermetically canned 
crab meats, taking about 10,000,000 pounds annually. Most of 
this comes from Japan. At the same time, domestic production 
amounts to only about 75,000 pounds of this type of canned crab 
meat. Domestic producers market about 10,000,000 pounds of 
fresh crab meat. 


Plans for the construction of crab meat canning plants in 
the Chesapeake Bay region are incomplete. However, an ex- 
perimental pack is being put up using data on canning methods 
which were turned over to the Maryland Conservation Commis- 
sioner who in turn has passed them along to those interested in 
this project. 


PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST TO CANNERS 


Insects Feeding on Truck and Garden Crops and How to Control Them. 
—Cireular 391, Agricultural Experiment Station, Urbana, Illinois. De- 
scribes the more common insect pests of truck and garden crops in Illinois 
and furnishes information on the spraying and dusting svstems and cul- 
tural methods found most effective in combating them. 48 pages, illus- 
trated, with index. 


Effect of Various Temperatures on the Storage and Ripening of To- 
matoes.—Technical Bulletin No. 268, U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
Washington. Gives the results of investigations conducted during the sea- 
sons of 1925 to 1928 on tomatoes grown on the Arlington Experiment Sta- 
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tion near Washington, and in 1930 on Florida grown fruit purchased in the 
Washington market. 34 pages, with illustrations, some in color. 


Standards Yearbook 1932.—-Miscellaneous Publication No. 133, Bureau 
of Standards, U. S. Department of Commerce, Washington. This sixth 
issue of the Yearbook presents a review of the standardization movement 
in various fields of industry conducted by national and international agen- 
cies, including trade and technical associations. 394 pages, indexed. 

Effect of Height of Pruning on Size of Be ries and Yield in the 
Latham Raspberry.—Bulletin 281, Agricultural Experiment Station, St. 
Paul, Minnesota. Gives the results of studies first begun in 1924 and car- 
ried out in greater detail in the years 1928 and 1930. 20 pages, bibliography. 


National Directory of Commodity Specifications, 1932.—This volume 
does not contain specifications but is a directory of specifications that have 
been issued on all kinds of commodities, including foods, either by any 
branch of the Federal Government or by any national! association. For in- 
stance, under canned pears, reference is made to the specifications of the 
American Hospital Association, the Association of New York State Can- 
ners, Inc., the Canners League of California, the Northwest Canners As- 
sociation, the Department of Agriculture standards under the McNary- 
Mapes amendment and the specifications for canned pears promulgated by 
the Federal Specifications Board to be used in purchasing government 
supplies. In each case reference is made to the original publication and a 
very brief statement is given of the nature of the contents. Definite direc- 
tions are given for obtaining each of the publications listed. This directory 
is a bound volume of over 500 pages and may be obtained of the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Washington, D. C., for $1.75. 

Commercial Survey of the Pacific Northwest.—Domestic Commerce 
Series No. 51, U. 8S. Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. Offers 
practical information to the manufacturer and distributor who seeks to 
cultivate his markets in the Pacific Northwest region more efficiently and 
economically. 353 pages, $1.00. 


CRAB MEAT STOCKS IN JAPAN 


Stocks of canned crab meat in Japan at the end of March 
amounted to 229,297 cases, against 259,953 cases one month 
earlier, according to the Japan Tinned Food Association. 
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